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Guatemalan search-and-rescue teams work in a landslide in San Marcos
Department after a strong earthquake in western Guatemala on Novem-
ber 7. In recent years, USAID/OFDA has provided specialized training and
equipment to Guatemala to strengthen national response capabilities.

Helping Guatemala after the Earthquake

The morning of November 7, a
magnitude 7.2 earthquake struck off
the Pacific coast of Guatemala, just
south of the border with Mexico. The
intense shaking affected more than 3
million people, caused 44 fatalities,
and damaged or destroyed more than
17,000 houses and dozens of public
buildings, including churches, health
clinics, and schools.

The earthquake also disrupted
public services and caused landslides
that blocked transportation routes.

Most of the damage occurred in
Huehuetenango, Quetzaltenango,
Retalhuleu, San Marcos, and Solola
departments.

Children in San
Marcos de la Laguna,
Solola Department,
Guatemala, gather
near rubble created
during the November 7
earthquake.

The Government of Guatemala
(GoG) National Coordination for Di-
saster Management (CONRED) im-
mediately dispatched emergency
response teams, including urban
search-and-rescue (USAR) teams,
and transported emergency relief
supplies, including mattresses, blan-
kets, food, and water, to affected ar-
eas.

On November 8, when the
scope of the damage became more
evident, the GoG declared a national
state of calamity and requested inter-
national humanitarian assistance.

In response, USAID/OFDA pro-
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DISASTER RISK REDUCTION

USAID/OFDA Supports Contest
for Emergency Shelter in Peru

Thanks to an innovative shelter contest in
Peru, emergency response officials now have
several carefully planned, region-specific, and
cost-effective emergency shelter models
available for use should a disaster strike.

The contest, launched in August 2012, was
sponsored by USAID/OFDA and organized by
the non-governmental organization CARE/Peru,
in close collaboration with the Government of
Peru (GoP) National Institute for Civil Defense
(INDECI) and the Business Working Group for
Disaster Support. The latter represents a variety
of Peruvian business chambers and industry
groups.

The contest’s goal was to encourage private
businesses to design appropriate transitional
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One of the winning models in the emergency
shelter contest organized by CARE/Peru.
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USAID/OFDA Supports Caribbean
Disaster Management Conference

The Caribbean Disaster Emergency Man-
agement Agency (CDEMA) held the Seventh An-
nual Caribbean Conference on Comprehensive
Disaster Management, from December 3 to 7 in
Montego Bay, Jamaica. The theme of this year’s
conference was “Building Disaster Resilience:
A Shared Responsibility.”

During the youth session, sponsored by
USAID/OFDA, youth champions for disaster
management from Jamaica, Grenada, and Saint
Lucia shared their experiences as part of the
USAID/OFDA-funded Youth Emergency Action
Committee Project, implemented by Catholic Re-
lief Services and local partners.




Helping Guatemala after the Earthquake
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vided $53,400 in emergency assistance to Guatemala and activated
a five-person assessment team, led by Guatemala-based USAID/
OFDA Disaster Risk Management Specialist Ricardo Berganza. The
team also included four local disaster relief consultants activated from
the USAID/OFDA surge roster.

Two of the local consultants liaised with CONRED at the national
emergency operations center (EOC) in Guatemala City, a third was
stationed at the Quetzaltenango Department EOC, and the fourth
participated in aerial reconnaissance flights and damage evaluation
and needs assessments in the field.

At CONRED's request and in coordination with USAID/OFDA,
the U.S. Embassy in Guatemala City provided Narcotics Affairs Sec-
tion helicopter service to the GoG to conduct two aerial reconnais-
sance flights and a third flight to transport earthquake monitoring
equipment and a team to install the equipment in affected areas.

Additionally, through USAID/Guatemala, USAID/OFDA provided
$50,000 to CONRED for the local purchase of 500 water filters, as
well as vehicle and aircraft fuel to support national emergency re-
sponse operations.

Through its Regional Disaster Assistance Program, USAID/OFDA
also provided $3,400 to the GoG Ministry of Health to purchase a
portable water purification unit.

Though some buildings collapsed during the earthquake, the GoG
did not request international USAR assistance because affected build-
ings, for the most part, were one-story adobe structures that did not
require specialized USAR response capabilities. The GoG USAR
teams dispatched in the immediate hours following the earthquake
rescued several people trapped beneath soil and rubble caused by
two landslides.

In recent years, USAID/OFDA has provided USAR training and
technical assistance to these teams. In March 2012, USAID/OFDA
provided $25,000 worth of specialized USAR equipment to the teams;
this equipment was used during the recent earthquake response.
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NEW EQUIPMENT FOR FIREFIGHTERS IN ECUADOR: Staff
from USAID/OFDA and USAID/Ecuador meet with officials
from the Government of Ecuador (GoE) National Risk
Management Secretariat (SNGR) and firefighter corps from
different regions to donate $100,000 worth of firefighting
equipment, including rakes, shovels, and water pumps, to
Ecuador. USAID/OFDA provided the equipment following
assessments conducted at the request of SNGR during the
fire emergency in September 2012, which threatened
neighborhoods near Quito. The USAID/OFDA assessments
revealed that firefighting equipment was the best approach
to support the GoE in fighting the blazes.
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Representatives from Eternit, the Peruvian company that sub-
mitted the winning shelter models, with Engineer Giuliana
Orezzoli from Peru’s Housing Ministry, at the awards ceremony.

USAID/OFDA Supports Contest
for Emergency Shelter in Peru
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shelter models that national and regional government
emergency officials can use during disaster response
operations.

Toward that end, contest organizers worked closely with
regional governments in Cusco, Piura, Puno, and San Martin.
These four regions represent the main life zones of Peru: upper
highlands (above 3,500 meters), inter-Andean valleys,
Amazonia, and coastal desert.

The regional government representatives formed part of
the contest jury, along with representatives from CARE,
INDECI, the GoP Ministry of Housing, architecture and
construction industry groups, and USAID/OFDA.

Eighteen Peruvian and international businesses submitted
54 shelter models for consideration. The jury had a hard time
narrowing down the short list of semi-final shelter options,
according to CARE/Peru, and finally agreed on eight winning
shelter designs: one first and one second prize per life zone.

The jury selected winning models based on overall design
excellence, and considered aspects such as specifications,
ease of construction, safety considerations, materials used,
costs, and how well the model could transition into a permanent
shelter, according to CARE/Peru.

Fabrica Peruana Eternit S.A. received first prize and
Construyasucasa S.A.C. obtained second prize in all four of
the life zone categories. The winners were recognized during
an awards ceremony held on October 31, 2012.

Currently, CARE/Peru is advocating with the Ministry of
Housing to open a National Registry of Emergency Shelter
Designs and with the regional governments of Cusco, Piura,
Puno and San Martin to open local registries. This will enable
the awarded private enterprises to become the first emergency
shelter vendors registered that comply with international
standards and meet local needs.
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