'USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

FACT SHEET #7, FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2012 MAY 4, 2012

SAHEL — FOOD INSECURITY AND COMPLEX EMERGENCY

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

e As part of USAID’s ongoing humanitarian efforts in the Sahel, USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance
(USAID/OFDA) Director and USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP) Deputy Director, joined by
Washington, D.C. and field-based staff, recently traveled to Niger and Senegal to evaluate relief needs, visit USAID-
funded programs, and coordinate response efforts.

e The USAID delegation met with U.S. Government (USG) officials, donors, and U.N. and non-governmental
organization (NGO) representatives. Discussions focused on addressing immediate humanitarian needs in the Sahel
through targeted assistance such as nutrition support and market-focused interventions, as well as increasing
resilience among the region’s vulnerable communities through early warning systems and other interventions that
build national capacity for food insecurity response.

e USAID/OFDA staff—including food security, livestock, and water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) specialists—
have completed rapid needs assessments in several regions of Senegal affected by food insecurity and drought.
USAID/OFDA assessments of Mauritania and the Gambia are underway.

e USAID/OFDA recently provided nearly $10 million in assistance to help build national and local capacity to address
acute malnutrition, improve livestock management, increase farmers’ access to agricultural inputs, and facilitate
humanitarian coordination in the region. USAID continues to work closely with relief agencies, other donors, and
USG counterparts to ensure a coordinated response and to support activities that increase food security, strengthen
livelihoods, and prevent and treat acute malnutrition in the region.

HUMANITARIAN FUNDING PROVIDED IN FY 2012

USAID/OFDA Assistance to the Sahel $21,566,758

USAID/FFP Assistance to the Sahel $181,070,117

State/PRM?2 Assistance to the Sahel $9,500,0003

Total USAID and State Assistance to the Sahel $212,136,875
Context

e The causes of hunger and malnutrition in West Africa’s Sahel Region are deeply rooted and multifaceted. Chronic
underdevelopment and multiple droughts in recent years have left the population vulnerable, even to small shocks.
Below-average rainfall and crop production shortages in 2011 have resulted in reduced food and livestock fodder
availability in parts of the Sahel, where many vulnerable families ate still recovering from the 2009/2010 food ctisis.

e More than 15 million people in the Sahel are at risk of food security, of which 8 million people currently face severe
food insecurity and may require emergency food assistance in 2012, according to national government and U.N. data.

¢  Global acute malnutrition levels are consistently between 10 and 15 percent in the region, with some localized areas
exceeding the U.N. World Health Organization (WHO) emergency threshold level of 15 percent.

e In FY 2012, the USG is responding to disaster declarations in Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, and
Senegal.

Burkina Faso
e Drought-affected areas of Burkina Faso are currently experiencing Stressed—Integrated Phase Classification (IPC)

2—Tlevels of food insecurity, according to the USAID-funded Famine Early Warnings Systems Network (FEWS
NET). FEWS NET predicts that northern and eastern regions of Burkina Faso will likely reach Crisis—IPC 3—

! Year of funding indicates the date of commitment or obligation, not appropriation, of funds.

2 U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (State/ PRM)

3 This figure reflects only State/PRM funding for protection and humanitarian assistance for individuals in the region affected by the conflict in Mali. This
figure does not include other State/ PRM-funded assistance provided to refugees, conflict-affected people, and returning migrants across the rest of West Africa.
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between July and September 2012. Without assistance, more than half of all food-insecure households in the
northern region may lack access to food due to high food prices and limited availability of cereals in local markets.
USAID/OFDA staff, including an economic recovery advisor, traveled to food-insecure areas of Burkina Faso in
mid-April to meet with humanitarian partners and assess emergency needs. Findings from the team’s rapid
livelihoods assessment confirm that access to food is limited for vulnerable populations due to high and rising food
prices, particularly in Burkina Faso’s Central-North, East, North, and Sahel regions. Some northern communities
have also experienced food availability problems, as below-average quantities of cereals are available in local markets.
According to a nationwide Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions (SMART) survey
conducted in September 2011, the prevalence of global acute malnutrition (GAM) in Burkina Faso averaged 10.2
percent, with GAM levels in East Region reaching 11.2 percent.

In response to ongoing food insecutity and high levels of acute malnutrition in Burkina Faso, USAID/OFDA is
providing more than $940,000 to Action Contre la Faim (ACF) for nutrition interventions in East Region. Through
ACF, USAID/OFDA is building national response capacity and improving the coverage and quality of acute
malnutrition management by training health workers on the screening, referral, and treatment of children with acute
malnutrition. USAID/OFDA also provided $500,000 to the U.N. Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to suppott the
prevention and treatment of moderate and severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in affected areas of Burkina Faso. To
date in FY 2012, USAID/OFDA and USAID/FFP have provided more than $6.8 million in nutrition-focused

interventions and food assistance in Burkina Faso.

Mali

Despite reports of improving access in areas controlled by militant groups, humanitarian access generally remains
limited in the north. The U.N. reports that more than 132,000 people remain displaced within Mali as a result of
conflict in the three northern regions of Kidal, Gao, and Tombouctou. As of late April, more than 25,000 internally
displaced persons (IDPs) resided in Bamako, where recent clashes between the putschists and forces loyal to the
former president have led to security concerns, according to the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA).

Mopti town will likely serve as an operational hub for humanitarian activities in northern Mali despite constrained
access in parts of Mopti Region due to insecurity, according to OCHA. Some relief agencies have already relocated
staff to Mopti town to provide assistance to IDPs from northern Mali in transit to southern Mali.

On April 27, the U.N. World Food Program (WFP) began distributing food to drought-affected individuals in
southern Mali. WEP has commenced distributions in Kayes, Koulikoro, and Mopti regions, with additional
distributions scheduled in Segou and Sikasso regions. The WFP emergency operation targets more than 230,000
people through food and cash distributions and activities to prevent and treat acute malnutrition. In response to the
needs of transiting IDPs, a USAID/FFP pattner recently began providing dry ceteals and cooked meals in Mopti
Region, reaching nearly 1,700 people as of April 30.

USAID/OFDA recently committed neatly $1 million to an NGO to assist drought-affected individuals in Mali’s
southern Kayes Region. With USAID/OFDA support, the NGO is distributing vouchers to increase vulnerable
households’ access to animal fodder and providing complementary trainings on livestock care. In addition, the
partner is providing vouchers to families to purchase seeds and tools to help increase output from home gardening
activities. The NGO is also integrating nutrition information into trainings on improved agricultural techniques, as
well as supporting community-based acute malnutrition and infant and young child feeding programs.

To suppott a robust tesponse to humanitarian needs, USAID/OFDA is providing $1 million to OCHA to help
improve information sharing, strengthen humanitarian coordination systems, and increase collaboration among
humanitarian agencies in Mali.

Niger

USAID/OFDA and USAID/FFP staff recently visited various projects in Tillabéri and Dosso regions in
southwestern Niger, two of the most food-insecure regions in the country. The projects included gardening
programs that provide smallholder farmers with an additional source of food and income by encouraging the off-
season cultivation of vegetables, as well as cash-for-work programs that offer vulnerable families income generating
opportunities while supporting the regeneration of local forestry and pasture to help improve land for future use.
Insecurity in Mali and northern Nigeria has increased stress on water and pasture resources for Nigerien pastoralists.
FEWS NET reports that disruptions to traditional migratory pathways for livestock have resulted in a concentration



of cattle in Niger due to herds relocating from Mali with fleeing refugees and the early return of animals that usually
reside in neighboring countries, leading animals to vie for limited water resources and diminishing pastureland.

In support of pastoralist and agro-pastoralist communities in Tillabéri and Tahoua regions, USAID/OFDA is
providing $1.2 million to Oxfam/Great Britain (Oxfam/GB) for economic recovery and disaster risk mitigation
activities that will help prevent vulnerable households from adopting negative coping strategies. Through a
combination of temporary employment opportunities and direct cash transfers, the program allows food-insecure
people to protect productive assets. The project also builds local capacity to prepate for and respond to disasters by
supporting existing early warning systems and strengthening community-based management of water resources.
USAID/OFDA recently provided more than $1.2 million to Africare to improve livestock health and support the
treatment of children with SAM in Niger’s Agadez and Tahoua regions. The program targets small herders through
destocking activities and provides support for government animal vaccination campaigns, allowing pastoralists to
maintain healthier livestock for sale or consumption. USAID/OFDA is also building the capacity of community
health centers and volunteers through trainings in the screening, referral, and treatment of children under the age of
five experiencing SAM.

USAID/OFDA is providing neatly $1.3 million in assistance for households affected by food insecurity in Zinder
and Maradi regions through partner Save the Children/U.S. (SC/US). The program aims to reduce acute
malnutrition levels among children under five years of age by strengthening local health networks and supporting
community-based health services. The USAID/OFDA-funded program includes cash-transfer activities that will
provide an immediate income source to food-insecure households during the lean season while also helping to
improve or rehabilitate local water infrastructure, such as dams, seasonal points, and local water systems.

To provide vulnerable Nigerien households with cash to meet short-term food needs, USAID/OFDA recently
provided nearly $600,000 to Lutheran World Relief (LWR) for activities in Tahoua Region that provide households
with temporary employment opportunities while improving agricultural production and land management.
Participants earn wages for constructing soil and water conservation structures on community-held land and planting
trees to reduce soil erosion. Farmers will also receive training on improved agricultural techniques for rain-fed and
off-season crops, as well as information regarding improved nutrition awareness and child feeding practices.

Senegal

In late April, USAID/OFDA staff traveled to Matam Region in northern Senegal to speak with farmers, herders, and
community leaders and to assess humanitarian needs in drought-affected areas. From meetings with local
government officials and farmers, USAID/OFDA staff found that the majority of farmers reported below-average
agricultural and fodder production in the last harvest and declining animal health. In addition, many farmers now
lack seeds for the upcoming planting season, as last yeatr’s poor hatrvests prevented farmers from saving any seeds.
Through Countetpart International (CPI), USAID/OFDA is supporting the distribution of key agricultural inputs,
including seeds, to vulnerable households in Matam Region.

A joint USAID/OFDA-USAID/FFP assessment team visited drought-affected areas in southern Senegal to conduct
a rapid food security analysis from April 19 to 22. The team met with USAID partners and community members in
Ziguinchor and Sedhiou regions to discuss ongoing food security challenges and humanitarian needs.

Other Humanitarian Assistance

The U.N. Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) recently allocated approximately $7 million to four U.N.
agencies to respond to food security needs in Senegal. Of the total, WEFP received $4 million to provide direct food
assistance to approximately 237,000 people. With $2.1 million, the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
will help restore livelihoods among vulnerable households. CERF contributed the remaining $800,000 to UNICEF
and WHO to provide medical supplies and treat acute malnutrition among children under five years of age.

To strengthen humanitarian coordination in the Sahel, the U.N. recently established a humanitarian country team
(HCT) in Mali and has activated a total of seven sectoral clusters—sector-specific coordinating bodies, including for
food security, nutrition, health, protection, and logistics. The U.N. has also formed HCT's in Burkina Faso and
Mauritania, where sectoral working groups are coordinating to address humanitarian needs. To date in FY 2012,
USAID/OFDA has provided neatly $2.3 million to support humanitatian coordination activities in the Sahel.



FY 2012 USG ASSISTANCE TO THE SAHEL!

Implementing Partner Activity Location Amount
USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO BURKINA FASO?
ACF Nutrition Burkina Faso $942,252
FAO Agriculf:urfe and Food Security, Nutrition, Humanitarian Burkina Faso $400,000
Coordination and Info Management
UNICEF Nutrition Burkina Faso $500,000
TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO BURKINA FASO IN FY 2012 $1,842,252
USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO BURKINA FASO
WEFP Title Il Emergency Food Assistance Burkina Faso $5,000,000
TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO BURKINA FASO IN FY 2012 $5,000,000
O A AID A ARIA A A D B R A ASO 0 6 84
USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO CHAD
International Organization for o . .
Migration (IOM) Logistics and Relief Commodities Chad $50,000
S Agriculture and Food Security, Economic Recovery and
Solidarités Market Systems (ERMS), Nutrition, WASH Chad $914,333
OCHA Humanitarian Coordination and Information Chad $300,000
Management
UNICEF Nutrition Chad $700,000
World Concern Development . .
Organization (WCDO) Agriculture and Food Security, ERMS Chad $547,001
WEP Humanitarian Air Service Chad $500,000
TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO CHAD IN FY 2012 $3,011,334
USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO CHAD
Agency for Technical Cooperation
and Development (ACTED) Food Vouchers Chad $2,767,228
Africare Title 1l Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Chad $4,890,000
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Food Vouchers Chad $4,504,047
WFP Title Il Emergency Food Assistance Chad $78,000,000
WEFP Logally and Regionally Procured (LRP) Emergency Food Chad $10,000,000
Assistance
TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO CHAD IN FY 2012 $100,161,275
OTA AID A ARIAN A A ® AD 0 0 609
USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO MALI
Mali Red Cross Logistics and Relief Commaodities Mali $50,000
FAO Agricul'turt.e and Food Secur.'ity; Nutrition; Humanitarian Mali $400,000
Coordination and Information Management
OCHA Humanitarian Coordination and Information Mali $1,000,000
Management
SC/US Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Mali $999,665
World Vision ERMS; Natural and Technological Risks Mali $750,000
TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO MALI IN FY 2012 $3,199,665




USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO MALI

Africare Title 1l Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Mali $2,048,700
CRS Food Vouchers Mali $2,226,023
CRS Title Il Emergency Food Assistance Mali $3,331,629
WFP Cash Transfers; LRP Emergency Food Assistance Mali $5,001,190
WEFP Title Il Emergency Food Assistance Mali $10,000,000
TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO MALI IN FY 2012 $22,607,542
OTA AID A ARIAN A A O MA 0 807,20
USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO MAURITANIA
FAO Agriculture and Food Security Mauritania $400,000
UNICEF Nutrition; WASH Mauritania $550,000
WEP Humanitarian Air Service Mauritania $250,000
TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO MAURITANIA IN FY 2012 $1,200,000
USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO MAURITANIA
WEP Cash Transfers; Title Il Emergency Food Assistance Mauritania $8,000,000
World Vision Food Vouchers Mauritania $2,000,000
TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO MAURITANIA IN FY 2012 $10,000,000
OTA AID A ARIAN A A O MAURITANIA 0 00,000
USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO NIGER

ACTED ERMS Niger $594,935
Africare Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Niger $1,250,183
CRS Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS Niger $996,831
FAO Agriculture and Food Security Niger $1,000,000
LWR Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Niger $599,492
Mercy Corps /_?gzil:::l’tll;rg?cz?dRiEEsod Security; ERMS; Natural and Niger $1.120.715
OCHA :l;rr:;agr::g:tn Coordination and Information Niger $350,000
Oxfam/GB ERMS, Natural and Technological Risks Niger $1,200,000
SC/US ERMS, Nutrition Niger $1,281,027
UNICEF Nutrition Niger $1,000,000
WFP Humanitarian Air Service Niger $500,000
\F/féiz:gﬁgsj;:g‘jm s Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS Niger $716811
Program Support Costs Niger $2,000

TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO NIGER IN FY 2012 $10,611,994

USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO NIGER

CPI Title Il Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Niger $3,801,300
Mercy Corps Cash Transfers Niger $4,000,000
UNICEF Cash Transfers; Local Procurement of Nutritional Niger $3,000,000

Products




WFP Title Il Emergency Food Assistance Niger $22,500,000

WFP Cash Transfers; LRP Emergency Food Assistance Niger $10,000,000

TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO NIGER IN FY 2012 $43,301,300
@ A AILD A ARIA A A o R 0 g 04

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO SENEGAL
CPI Agriculture and Food Security Senegal $50,000
TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO SENEGAL IN FY 2012 $50,000
WEST AFRICA REGIONAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE?
OCHA Humanitarian Coordination and Information West Africa $500,000
Management

WFP Market Analysis and Vulnerability Studies West Africa $199,000

WFP Nutrition West Africa $300,000

UNICEF Nutrition West Africa $500,000

Program Support Costs West Africa $152,513
TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO WEST AFRICA REGIONAL IN FY 2012 $1,651,513
WEST AFRICA REGIONAL STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE

Office of the U.N. High Mauritania. Niger

Commissioner for Refugees Refugee Assistance Burkina Fa,so ger, $7,000,000

(UNHCR)

International Committee of the . . SN

Red Cross (ICRC) Emergency Relief Supplies Mali, Niger $2,500,000

TOTAL STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE TO WEST AFRICA REGIONAL IN FY 2012 $9,500,000

TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO THE SAHEL IN 2012

TOTAL USAID/OFDA FUNDING

$21,566,758

TOTAL USAID/FFP FUNDING

$181,070,117

TOTAL STATE/PRM FUNDING
TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO THE SAHEL IN 2012

$9,500,000

$212,136,875

Year of funding indicates the date of commitment or obligation, not appropriation, of funds.
2USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of May 4, 2012.
3 Estimated value of food assistance.

PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION

e The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations
that are conducting relief operations. A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash donations for

response efforts in the Sahel can be found at www.interaction.org.

e  USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in
the affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, and warehouse
space); can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken

region; and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance.
®  More information can be found at:
The Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.org or +1.202.821.1999.
Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int.

USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID website at http:/ /www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/
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http://www.reliefweb.int/

