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SAHEL — FOOD INSECURITY AND COMPLEX EMERGENCY

KEY DEVELOPMENTS

¢  On June 18, a U.S. delegation—Iled by Assistant Administrator for USAID’s Bureau for Democracy, Conflict, and
Humanitarian Assistance Nancy Lindborg and Deputy Assistant Administrator for USAID’s Bureau for Food
Security Greg Gottlieb—attended a high-level meeting convened by the E.U.’s European Commission to discuss the
Sahel food insecurity and nutrition crisis. At the conference, donor governments, U.N. agencies, regional institutions,
and humanitarian and development aid organizations agreed to form the Global Alliance for Resilience Initiative-
Sahel (AGIR-Sahel), a partnership to help communities in the Sahel improve their ability to withstand future
emergencies. AGIR-Sahel will join and complement existing international resilience-building efforts, such as the
Global Alliance for Action for Drought Resilience and Growth.

e  As of June 26, swarms of locusts from southern parts of Algeria and Libya had arrived in Kidal Region in northern
Mali and Agadez Region in northern Niger. The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) expects the locusts
to continue moving southward into the main agricultural areas of Mali and Niger in the coming weeks, during the key
growth period for cereal crops. If left unabated, the locust infestations may result in crop destruction, potentially
exacerbating food insecurity in affected areas.

e To assist populations in the Sahel affected by conflict and food insecurity, USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster
Assistance (USAID/OFDA) is providing more than $5.3 million for additional programs in Chad, Mali, Mauritania,
and Senegal that improve food security, nutritional status, availability of safe drinking water, and access to emergency
health care. USAID/OFDA is also providing morte than $1 million to augment humanitarian logistical and personnel
capacity in the region.

HUMANITARIAN FUNDING PROVIDED IN FY 2012

USAID/OFDA Assistance to the Sahel $46,652,409

USAID/FFP2 Assistance to the Sahel $264,021,217

State/PRM?3 Assistance to the Sahel $10,850,000%

Total USAID and State Assistance to the Sahel $321,523,626
Context

e The causes of hunger and malnutrition in West Africa’s Sahel Region are deeply rooted and multifaceted. Chronic
underdevelopment and multiple droughts in recent years have left the population vulnerable, even to small shocks.
Below-average rainfall and crop production shortages in 2011 resulted in reduced food and livestock fodder
availability in parts of the Sahel, where many vulnerable families ate still recovering from the 2009/2010 food ctisis.

e Nearly 19 million people in the Sahel are at risk of food insecurity, of which 8 million people currently face severe
food insecurity and may require emergency food assistance in 2012, according to national government and U.N. data.

e InFY 2012, the U.S. Government (USG) is responding to disaster declarations in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad,
The Gambia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, and Senegal.

Regional

e Following a Desert Locust Control Committee meeting held in Rome during the week of June 18, FAO has
developed a plan of action to conduct emergency anti-locust interventions in July and August in order to prevent
damage to growing crops in parts of the Sahel. Proposed activities include the deployment of survey and control

! Year of funding indicates the date of commitment or obligation, not appropriation, of funds.

2 USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP)

3 U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (State/PRM)

4 This figure reflects only State/PRM funding for protection and humanitarian assistance for individuals in the region affected by the conflict in Mali. This
figure does not include other State/ PRM-funded assistance provided to refugees, conflict-affected people, and returning migrants across the rest of West Africa.
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teams to Chad, Mali, and Niger, as well as the application of pesticides to prevent the southward spread of locusts
into the main agricultural areas of the targeted countries.

On June 18, the UN. World Food Program (WEP) released a revised Regional Response Framework (RRF) outlining
plans to provide nearly $87 million in cash-based assistance and approximately 580,000 metric tons (MT) of
emergency food aid to more than 10 million people across the Sahel, including individuals affected by insecurity in
northern Mali. The revised RRF, estimated at a cost of $873 million, also includes operations to augment
humanitarian logistics capacity in Mali, Mauritania, and Niger, as well as at the regional level, through December.

In support of the RRF, USAID/FFP has contributed to WFP through the direct provision of U.S. food
commodities, support for cash and voucher programs, and the local procurement of additional food items. Cash-
based assistance allows USAID/FFP to address emetgency food needs while also strengthening functioning local
markets. To date, USAID/FFP has provided more than $206 million to WFP to address humanitatian food needs in
the Sahel.

USAID/OFDA is providing more than $500,000 to the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC) to increase the number of technical staff in the region, support field activities, and strengthen the
implementation of emergency relief programs in affected areas.

Chad

To support health services and nuttition activities in Chad, USAID/OFDA is providing $600,000 to International
Medical Cotrps IMC). Through an existing USAID/OFDA-funded project, IMC is working to increase access to
primary health care services for internally displaced persons (IDPs) and host community members in Sila Region in
eastern Chad through both mobile and stationary health care units, while establishing a community-based
management of acute malnutrition program in a district of Lake Region, western Chad.

With an additional $600,000, USAID/OFDA is working through Premiére Urgence to increase access to malnuttition
treatment services in Ouaddai Region, eastern Chad, by establishing supplementary feeding centers and outpatient
care sites, mobilizing community health volunteers to disseminate information on good nutrition practices, and
increasing the number of screenings for malnutrition at the village level. The program also builds resilience among
affected populations by providing seeds to vulnerable households and promoting improved agricultural production
and storage techniques, in addition to protecting livestock through vaccinations.

To continue responding to water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) needs of vulnerable populations in Sila Region,
USAID/OFDA is providing an additional $1.1 million to the Agency for Technical Cooperation and Development
(ACTED) to continue activities initiated in FY 2009. ACTED is rehabilitating already established water points,
constructing new water points, establishing hand-washing facilities and garbage areas, and providing training in water
resource management and hygiene practices to community members. The program is also benefiting food-insecure
rural populations in Batha Region, central Chad, through the creation of community gardens equipped with garden
wells and the provision of gardening tools and seeds. To help participating communities prepare for future
emergencies, the program also provides training in disaster preparedness, mitigation, and management.

Mali

Since mid-June, increased fighting between armed groups in northern Mali has displaced at least 4,100 new IDPs to
southern areas of the country, with the majority—nearly 3,900—registered in Mopti Region, according to the U.N.
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). As of June 206, an estimated 159,000 people remained
displaced within Mali, including nearly 52,000 individuals in the south and approximately 107,000 in northern areas of
the country. To date, the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports that nearly 184,000
Malian refugees are residing in Burkina Faso, Mauritania, and Niger.

A USAID/OFDA regional advisor based in Dakar, Senegal, recently traveled to Mali’s Koulikoro Region to speak
with residents about food insecurity. Villagers reported that they had sold most of their assets—including animals,
tools, and other items of value—during the food price crisis in 2009 to meet essential needs. While the 2010 harvest
yielded adequate production, the harvest was insufficient to help farmers fully recover from the previous year’s losses.
In the villages visited, some residents relied on charcoal-making and manual labor opportunities to earn income,
while others resorted to eating wild foods.

To increase access to goods available in local markets, USAID/OFDA recently contributed an additional $510,000 to
an existing project implemented by World Vision in Koulikoro Region. The program supports food-insecure and
drought-affected communities through cash transfers, which allow vulnerable households to purchase food and




livelihoods assets according to their needs. In total, USAID/OFDA has provided more than $1.2 million to World
Vision for this program.

USAID/OFDA is contributing mote than $1 million to Agricultural Cooperative Development
International/Volunteers in Cooperative Assistance (ACDI/VOCA) to assist vulnerable households in central Mali’s
Mopti Region. The program is providing cash transfers and temporary employment opportunities to improve
houscholds’ access to cash to address their basic needs during the lean season. The project is also distributing high-
yield, drought-resistant seeds and fodder vouchers in support of households’ agtricultural and livestock-raising
activities. In addition, the project aims to strengthen communities’ longer-term food security and disaster
management capacity through trainings in local production of improved seeds, preparation of livestock for sale in
markets, and village-level eatly warning and disaster risk reduction.

To increase humanitatian access in the Sahel, USAID/OFDA is providing $500,000 to WEFP for the U.N.
Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) in Mali to help humanitarian staff reach vulnerable populations inaccessible due
to poor road conditions or insecutity. To date, USAID/OFDA has committed approximately $3.25 million to
support UNHAS and augment humanitarian logistics capacities across the Sahel.

Mauritania

On June 17, the Government of Mauritania Ministry of Rural Development (MRD) reported that sufficient seed
stocks—including imported and local varieties of cereals, such as beans, maize, millet, and sorghum—remain
available at markets in the capital city of Nouakchott. However, limited seed stocks are available at the regional and
household levels in more rural areas. To obtain seeds available in local markets, many vulnerable Mauritanians—
many of whom garnered below-average incomes in 2012—swould likely have to purchase them through credit to be
repaid monetarily or with grain from future harvests.

To increase vulnerable families’ access to seeds, FAO and MRD have nearly 548 MT of seeds—of which
USAID/OFDA provided 142 MT—available for distribution to vulnerable households. The International
Committee of the Red Cross ICRC) and Oxfam/Great Britain (Oxfam/GB) have also announced plans to distribute
seeds to farmers in southern Mauritania. Farmers require seeds for planting prior to the end of July, as Mauritanian
communities sow rain-fed crops from August through September for January-to-February harvests.

To help reduce the spread of waterborne diseases that often exacerbate malnutrition, USAID/OFDA is providing
more than $524,000 to Counterpart International (CPI) to increase access to safe drinking water and promote
improved community hygiene practices in Mauritania’s drought-affected Assaba and Hodh el Gharbi regions. CPI is
also providing temporary employment activities—such as improving agricultural drainage and protecting village water
points—that help vulnerable households generate income while improving community assets.

Senegal

USAID/OFDA is providing mote than $970,000 to Catholic Relief Services (CRS) to improve food secutity for
vulnerable households in the Casamance area of southern Senegal. In order to increase community food production,
CRS will provide training on conservation agticulture techniques and support cash-for-work activities that help
restore and regenerate farmland through the rehabilitation of saltwater retention dykes, which prevent saltwater from
encroaching on crops and increase the quantity of usable farmland. USAID/OFDA-supported activities will also
help communities prepare for future food-security emergencies by improving food and seed storage, protecting food
for future consumption and potential market sales. In addition, CRS will distribute vouchers that vulnerable families
can redeem for vegetable seeds, agricultural tools, and seed storage containers.

USAID AND STATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO THE SAHEL PROVIDED IN FY 20121

Implementing Partner

Activity Location Amount

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO BURKINA FASO?

,(A\Acélg)n Contre la Faim Nutrition East Region $926,997
Africare Agriculture and Food Security Sahel Region $1,000,000
Rt e Sty Hrriarin Cooriion | ooy sio0t0
'J_TE; Keller International Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition North Region $999,977




Plan USA Nutrition Central North Region $423,530
Save the Children, U.S. Agriculture and Food Security; Economic Recovery and .

(SCIUS) Market Systems (ERMS); Nutrition Central North Region $992,867
U.N. Children’s Fund . .

(UNICEF) Nutrition Countrywide $500,000
TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO BURKINA FASO IN FY 2012 $5,243,371
USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO BURKINA FASO
ACDI/VOCA Title Il Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Center North $8,000,000
CRS Title Il Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition ge".ter North and East $8,000,000

egions
Boucle de Mouhoun,
WFP Title Il £ Food Assist Center North, Center $6,832,600
itle Il Emergency Food Assistance West, East, North, and ,832,
Sahel Regions
TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO BURKINA FASO IN FY 2012 $22,832,600

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO BURKINA FASO IN FY 2012 $28,075,971

USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO CAMEROON

WEFP ‘ Title Il Emergency Food Assistance ‘ Far North Region $1,008,000
TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO CAMEROON IN FY 2012 $1,008,000
USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO CHAD
ACF Nutrition Bahr el Ghazal Region $991,474

Agriculture and Food Security; Natural and Technological . .
ACTED Risks; WASH Batha and Sila regions $1,100,000
CRS Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS Su?ddal and Wadi Fira $624,664
egions
FAO Agriculture and Food Security Countrywide $500,000
IMC Health; Nutrition Lac Region $600,000
International Organization Logisti d Relief C diti Countrywid $50,000
for Migration (IOM) ogistics and Relief Commodities ountrywide ,
International Rescue .. , .
Committee (IRC) Health; Nutrition Guéra Region $1,000,000
Merlin Health; Nutrition Hadjer-Lamis Region $1,292,474
Premiére Urgence Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Ouaddai Region $600,000
Solidarités Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS; Nutrition; WASH Batha Region $914,333
OCHA Humanitarian Coordination and Information Management Eastern Chad $300,000
Batha, Bahr el Ghazal,
UNICEF Nutrition Madjer-Lamis, Guéra, $700,000
Kanem, and Lac
Regions
World Concern
Development Organization | Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS Ouaddai Region $547,001
(WCDO)
WEP Humanitarian Air Service Countrywide $500,000
TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO CHAD IN FY 2012 $9,719,946




USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO CHAD

ACTED Food Vouchers Sahelian Belt $2,767,228
Africare Title Il Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Countrywide $6,000,000
CRS Food Vouchers Ouaddaiand Wadi Fira $4,504,047
Regions
Title Il Emergency Food Assistance; Locally and Regionally .
WEP Procured (LRP) Emergency Food Assistance Countrywide $88,000,000
TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO CHAD IN FY 2012 $101,271,275

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO CHAD IN FY 2012 $110,991,221

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO MALI

Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS; Natural and

ACDI/VOCA Technological Risks Mopti Region $1,037,042
petre d Tod e Hmniarin Cordneien | ot 5102009
IOM Health; Logistics and Relief Commodities; Protection $ao, Kidal, and . $773,745
ombouctou Regions
Mali Red Cross Logistics and Relief Commodities Tombouctou Region $50,000
OCHA Humanitarian Coordination and Information Management Countrywide $1,000,000
Oxfam/GB ERMS Kayes Region $1,503,666
SC/US Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Kayes Region $999,665
UNICEF Nutrition Countrywide $750,000
WFP Humanitarian Air Service Countrywide $500,000
World Vision ERMS; Natural and Technological Risks Koulikoro Region $1,260,211
TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO MALI IN FY 2012 $8,274,329
USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO MALI
Africare Title Il Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Countrywide $2,500,000
CRS Title Il Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Gao and Mopti Regions $2,500,000
CRS Food Vouchers; Title Il Emergency Food Assistance Mopti Region $5,557,652
Gao, Kayes, Koulikoro,
WFP Cash Transfers; LRP Emergency Food Assistance Mopti, and $5,001,190
Tombouctou Regions
WEP Title Il Emergency Food Assistance Countrywide $13,643,800
TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO MALI IN FY 2012 $29,202,642

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO MALI IN FY 2012 $37,476,971

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO MAURITANIA

Assaba and Hodh El

CPI ERMS; Nutrition Gharbi Regions $524,089
FAO Agriculture and Food Security Southern Mauritania $800,000
UNICEF Nutrition; WASH Countrywide $550,000
WEP Humanitarian Air Service Countrywide $750,000
TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO MAURITANIA IN FY 2012 $2,624,089




USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO MAURITANIA

CPI

Title Il Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition

Assaba, Gorgol,
Guidimaka, and Hodh
El Gharbi Regions

$5,000,000

WEFP

Title Il Emergency Food Assistance

Assaba, Brakna,
Gorgol, Guidhimakha,
Hodh el Gharbi, and
Hodh el Chargui
Regions

$5,000,000

WEFP

Cash Transfers

Assaba, Brakna,
Gorgol, and
Guidhimakha Regions;
Nouakchott

$3,000,000

World Vision

Food Vouchers

Assaba Region

$2,000,000

TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO MAURITANIA IN FY 2012

$15,000,000

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO MAURITANIA IN FY 2012 $17,624,089

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO NIGER

ACTED ERMS Tillabéri Region $594,935
Africare Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Agafjez and Tahoua $1,250,183
Regions
CLUSA# Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS; Nutrition l:*g‘l‘:‘:i and Tillaberi $998,664
CRS Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS Tillabéri Region $996,831
FAO Agriculture and Food Security Countrywide $1,100,000
HKI Nutrition Diffa, Dosso, Zinder $1,600,000
Regions
Humedica Nutrition Tillabéri Region $631,498
I('E\;CeR;an World Relief Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Tahoua Region $599,492
Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS; Natural and Lo
Mercy Corps Technological Risks Tillabéri Region $1,120,715
Mercy Corps Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS Agadez Region $800,000
OCHA Humanitarian Coordination and Information Management Countrywide $350,000
Oxfam/GB ERMS; Natural and Technological Risks Tah.oua and Tillabéri $1,200,000
Regions
Plan USA Nutrition Dosso and Tillaberi $655,673
Regions
SC/US ERMS; Nutrition Maradi and Zinder $1,281,027
Regions
UNICEF Nutrition Countrywide $1,000,000
WFP Humanitarian Air Service Countrywide $500,000
Vétérinaires Sans . o S .
Frontiéres/Belgium (VSF) Agriculture and Food Security; ERMS Tillabéri Region $716,811
Program Support Costs Countrywide $2,000

TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO NIGER IN FY 2012

$15,397,829
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USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO NIGER

CPI Title Il Agriculture and Food Security; Nutrition Diff.a and Zinder $3,801,300
Regions

Mercy Corps Cash Transfers Tillabéri Region $4,000,000

UNICEF Cash Transfers; Local Procurement of Nutritional Products Tahoua Re.gion; $3,000,000
Countrywide

WEP 'é'ltle Il Emergency qud Assistance; Cash Transfers; LRP Countrywide $67.053.200

mergency Food Assistance
TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO NIGER IN FY 2012 $77,854,500

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO NIGER IN FY 2012 $93,252,329

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO SENEGAL

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SENEGAL IN FY 2012

s

CPI Agriculture and Food Security Matam Region $50,000

TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO SENEGAL IN FY 2012 $1,022,448
USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO SENEGAL

WEFP Title Il Emergency Food Assistance Countrywide $2,796,400

TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO SENEGAL IN FY 2012 $2,796,400

$3,818,848

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO THE GAMBIA

FAWEGAM3 Agriculture and Food Security The Gambia $50,000
FAO Agriculture and Food Security The Gambia $500,000
TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO THE GAMBIA IN FY 2012 $550,000
SAHEL REGIONAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE2
Action Against Humanitarian Coordination and Information Management Regional $99,215
Hunger/U.S.
FAO Agriculture and Food Security Regional $500,000
IFRC Humanitarian Coordination and Information Management Regional $527,825
OCHA Humanitarian Coordination and Information Management Regional $500,000
UNICEF Nutrition Regional $500,000
WFP Market Analysis and Vulnerability Studies Regional $199,000
WEP Nutrition Regional $300,000
WEP Logistics and Relief Commodities Regional $1,000,000
Program Support Costs Regional $194,357
TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE TO SAHEL REGIONAL IN FY 2012 $3,820,397
WEST AFRICA REGIONAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE
WFP Title Il Emergency Food Assistance Regional $14,055,800

TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE TO WEST AFRICA REGIONAL IN FY 2012

$14,055,800




WEST AFRICA REGIONAL STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE

ICRC Emergency Relief Supplies Mali, Niger $2,500,000
UNICEF Education; Health; WASH Services for Refugees Burdna Faso, $1,100,000
Mauritania, and Niger
UNHCR Refugee Assistance Burldna Faso, $7,000,000
3 Mauritania, and Niger R
WEFP Humanitarian Air Service Mauritania $250,000

TOTAL STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE TO WEST AFRICA REGIONAL IN FY 2012

$10,850,000

TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO THE SAHEL IN FY 2012

TOTAL USAID/OFDA FUNDING

$46,652,409

TOTAL USAID/FFP FUNDING

$264,021,217

TOTAL STATE/PRM FUNDING
TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO THE SAHEL IN FY 2012

"Year of funding indicates the date of commitment or obligation, not appropriation, of funds.

2USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of June 29, 2012.

3 Estimated value of food assistance.

* The National Cooperative Business Association’s Cooperative League of the United States of America (CLUSA)
® Forum for African Women Educationalist Gambia Chapter (FAWEGAM)

PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION

$10,850,000
$321,523,626

¢ The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations
that are conducting relief operations. A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash donations for

response efforts in the Sahel can be found at www.interaction.org.

e  USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in
the affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, and warchouse
space); can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken

region; and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance.
e More information can be found at:
The Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.org or +1.202.821.1999.
Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int.

USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID website at http:/ /www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/



http://www.reliefweb.int/

