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CONTEXT  
 Beginning in 2009, the Government of Sri Lanka (GoSL) established a Presidential Task Force (PTF) to 

supervise the return of displaced populations to northern areas of Sri Lanka following the end of the conflict 
between the GoSL and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.  The PTF is also overseeing early recovery 
activities, landmine removal, and shelter development. 

 On February 10, the GoSL announced plans to resettle all conflict-affected individuals by mid-2011.  To date, 
approximately 440,000 formerly-displaced IDPs and refugees have returned to areas of origin in Northern 
Province.  As of January 2011, approximately 135,500 conflicted-affected individuals remain displaced in Sri 
Lanka and another 20,000 remain in welfare centers, according to GoSL and the U.N.     

 On February 22, the U.N. in Sri Lanka released a compendium of projects to respond to the priorities outlined in 
the Joint Plan of Assistance (JPA) for Northern Province.  The PTF led the JPA on assistance needed for 
conflict-affected populations in Northern Province with assistance from the U.N. and non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs).    

 In November 2010, Sri Lanka began experiencing heavy rainfall.  The rains grew in intensity in January and 
continued into February, resulting in two waves of large-scale flooding.  Flooding has caused widespread 
displacement and infrastructure damage countrywide, increasing the vulnerability of conflict-affected 
populations in particular. 

 
Agriculture, Food Security, and Livelihoods 
 As of February 25, the GoSL estimated that the floods damaged more than 95 percent of rice paddy in Batticaloa 

and 83 percent of rice paddy in Trincomalee, in addition to other food crops.  Farmers whose crops have been 
damaged or destroyed may not have sufficient resources to purchase seeds for the upcoming yala planting 
season, typically beginning in mid-March or April.  For the displaced farmers who had accrued debt in order to 
purchase seeds for the current season, livelihoods degradation is a serious concern.    

 Families typically dedicate one-half to one acre of land to home gardening, providing households with a source 
of food for subsistence.  In Batticaloa District, floods destroyed up to 20,000 acres of home gardening plots. 

 In response, USAID/OFDA is providing $800,000 in agriculture and food security assistance to FAO for seed 
and agricultural input distribution and home garden restoration activities in Trincomalee, Batticaloa, and Ampara 
districts, reaching more than 75,000 beneficiaries. 

 USAID/OFDA is also supporting local NGOs Sarvodaya and Sewalanka for seed distribution, well 
decontamination, and livelihoods support, including more than $200,000 for cash-for-work (CFW) opportunities 
rehabilitating agriculture-related infrastructure.  In total, USAID/OFDA is providing more than $350,000 to 
Sarvodaya and Sewalanka for agriculture and food security activities in response to the floods. 

 On March 1, USAID/OFDA provided $200,000 to FAO for 7,000 tarps for temporary storage of paddy seeds 
harvested in northern areas not affected by flooding.  Seeds will be distributed to flood-affected farmers in the 
east at the outset of the next planting season, facilitating the recovery of livelihoods and food security.  

 The GoSL has announced plans to initiate new CFW and food-for-work (FFW) programs in mid-March in 
Trincomalee, Ampara, and Batticaloa districts to renovate infrastructure damaged by flooding.  
 

Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH)  
 Wells are a primary source of drinking water for the majority of families in flood-affected areas in Sri Lanka.  

Agencies commenced well cleaning in most-affected districts in January.  However, flooding in February re-
contaminated many of the wells.  According to relief agencies, an estimated 60,000 wells in Trincomalee, 
Ampara, and Batticaloa districts require de-contamination or repair, including many wells damaged during the 
conflict.  

 To prevent further re-contamination of water sources, agencies are currently implementing a phased approach to 
well cleaning, with decontamination activities expected to scale up after the rainy season ends—likely in early 
March.  

 In the short-term, the GoSL and relief agencies are meeting the immediate water needs of flood-affected 
individuals in Batticaloa and Trincomalee districts through water trucking and distribution in water tanks, as 
noted by USAID/OFDA staff assessing conditions in Sri Lanka.   

 To date, USAID/OFDA has provided more than $225,000 for flood-related WASH activities, including well 
renovation and cleaning and hygiene promotion activities, targeting nearly 40,000 people in Batticaloa, 
Trincomalee, and Ampara districts. 

 
Food 
 In response to the complex emergency in the north, USAID/FFP has provided a new contribution of 4,360 MT of 

emergency food assistance to the U.N. World Food Program (WFP) for distribution to IDP returnees and IDPs 



Sri Lanka Floods and Complex Emergency – March 4, 2011 

3 

 

living with host families, increasing USAID/FFP food assistance to 10,780 MT.  In addition, USAID/FFP has 
provided WFP with 320 MT of emergency food assistance for flood-affected populations in the east.   

 WFP is currently targeting 500,000 flood-affected individuals in Sri Lanka through general food distributions.  In 
the coming months, WFP plans to launch FFW programs in flood-affected areas for households that remain 
unable to restart their livelihoods for work rebuilding and rehabilitating agricultural infrastructure, road 
networks, and other community assets.   
 

Shelter and Emergency Relief Commodities 
 As of February 15, floods had damaged 17,000 houses in Batticaloa District in addition to approximately 55,000 

houses damaged or destroyed countrywide, according to incoming reports from local authorities.  The majority 
of houses affected by floods were partially-damaged mud structures. 

 On February 11, a flight containing 600 rolls of USAID/OFDA-provided plastic sheeting and 1,000 mosquito 
nets arrived in Sri Lanka.  USAID/OFDA has consigned the commodities to the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) for distribution to approximately 6,000 families in northern and eastern Sri Lanka.     

 USAID/OTI is providing support to multi-ethnic and former combatant youth groups to distribute emergency 
relief supplies, including hygiene kits and mosquito nets, to approximately 9,700 families affected by the floods 
in Batticaloa and Vavuniya districts.            

 After the first wave of floods, USAID/OFDA and USAID/OTI grantees reached more than 13,000 families in 
Eastern Province with emergency relief supplies, such as shelter materials, hygiene kits, and household kits. 

 More than $800,000 of USAID/OFDA FY 2010 funding continues to support ongoing shelter programs in the 
north, including nearly $600,000 provided to World Vision to support returning IDPs with transitional housing in 
Mullaitivu and Kilinochchi districts.   

 
FY 2011 USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SRI LANKA FOR FLOODING 

Implementing 
Partner 

Activity Location Amount 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE1 

Sarvodaya 
Economic Recovery and Market Systems, 
WASH, Agriculture and Food Security  

Trincomalee, Batticaloa, 
and Ampara districts $399,998 

Sewalanka 
Economic Recovery and Market Systems, 
WASH, Agriculture and Food Security 

Batticaloa and Ampara 
districts $400,000 

FAO Agriculture and Food Security   
Trincomalee, Batticaloa, 
and Ampara districts $800,000 

IOM Logistics and Relief Commodities 
Trincomalee, Batticaloa, 
and Ampara districts $20,000 

SCF/US Logistics and Relief Commodities 
Trincomalee, Batticaloa, 
and Ampara districts $50,000 

  Logistics and Relief Commodities 
Eastern and Northern 
provinces $327,250 

TOTAL USAID/OFDA  $1,997,248 

USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE 

WFP 
320 MT of P.L. 480 Title II Emergency Food 
Assistance 

Ampara, Batticaloa, 
Trincomalee, Pollonarwa, 
and Anuradhapura  

$416,300 

TOTAL USAID/FFP  $416,300 

USAID/OTI ASSISTANCE 

DAI Logistics and Relief Commodities Eastern and Northern 
provinces 

$549,634 

TOTAL USAID/OTI  $549,634 

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SRI LANKA FOR FLOODING IN FY 
2011  

$2,963,182 

 
FY 2011 USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SRI LANKA FOR THE COMPLEX EMERGENCY 

Implementing 
Partner 

Activity Location Amount 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE1 
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FAO Agriculture and Food Security Northern Sri Lanka $200,000 
TOTAL USAID/OFDA    $200,000 

USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE 

WFP 
 10,780 MT of P.L. 480 Title II Emergency 
Food Assistance 

Northern Sri Lanka $9,674,000 

TOTAL 
USAID/FFP  

    $9,674,000 

USAID/SRI LANKA ASSISTANCE 

FAO Agriculture and Livelihood Recovery Activities Northern Sri Lanka $5,000,000 

TOTAL USAID/SRI LANKA   $5,000,000 
State/PRM ASSISTANCE 

UNHCR3 IDP and refugee assistance and protection Countrywide $2,343,750 

TOTAL State/PRM $2,343,750 
TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE IN FY 2011 $17,217,750 

TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR FLOODING AND THE COMPLEX 
EMERGENCY IN FY 2011 

$20,180,932 
1USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of March 1, 2011. 
2Estimated value of food assistance. 
3United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

 
 
 
PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 
 The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian 

organizations that are conducting relief operations.  A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash 
donations for complex emergency response efforts in Sri Lanka can be found at www.interaction.org.  
Information on organizations responding to the humanitarian situation in Sri Lanka may be available at 
www.reliefweb.int.   

 USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often 
in the affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, 
warehouse space, etc.); can be transferred very quickly without transportation costs; support the economy of the 
disaster-stricken region; and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

 More information can be found at: 
o USAID:  www.usaid.gov – Keyword:  Donations 
o The Center for International Disaster Information:  www.cidi.org or (703) 276-1914 
o Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID web site at 
http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/ 
 


