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BACKGROUND AND KEY DEVELOPMENTS

o Inearly November 2009, heavy and constant rain fell in El Salvador as an indirect result of tropical depressions and
Hurricane Ida. Reports issued by the Government of El Salvador (GoES) on November 16 indicate that associated
flooding and landslides resulted in the deaths of 192 people, caused 80 persons to be reported missing, and displaced
more than 14,295 others.

e On November 10, U.S. Chargé d’ Affaires Robert Blau declared a disaster in response to the damage caused by the
tropical depressions and Hurricane Ida.

e USAID/OFDA has allocated more than $280,000 in humanitarian assistance to El Salvador in response to the damage
caused by the storms.

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE SOURCE

HURRICANE IDA AND TROPICAL DEPRESSIONS

El Salvador | 192 dead, 80 missing, 14,295 displaced | GoEs — November 16, 2009
FY 2010 HUMANITARIAN FUNDING TO DATE FOR 2009 ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON
USAID/OFDA ASSIStANCe 10 El SAIVAUON .......ccooiviiiieiie ittt ere e sbe e ebe e snbesbaesbeens $281,851
DOD! ASSISTANCE t0 El SAIVAUOT ...t ee et e e et ee s e es e et es e s s en et enees et eseen et eneen et eneeneeseeeeeen $566,423
Total USG Humanitarian Assistance to Latin America and the Caribbean for Hurricanes............c.occcovevenen. $848,274

CURRENT SITUATION

El Salvador

e According to the U.N. Country Team in EIl Salvador, heaviest rain accumulations occurred on November 7 and 8,
resulting in flooding and landslides in the departments of San Vicente, San Salvador, La Libertad, La Paz, and
Cuscatlan. The GoES reports that flooding and landslides destroyed at least 220 houses, 103 schools and 25 health
centers were and damaged 1,179 houses and 167 bridges. Flooding also destroyed cropland, farm equipment, and
livestock.

e The GoOES has established mobile health clinics and activated health services surveillance in affected areas.
Additionally, the GoES has deployed 1,359 health workers to assist local communities. The Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO) reports that the most common disorders in flood-affected populations have been respiratory
infections, diarrheal infections, dermatitis, and bacterial conjunctivitis.

o Asof November 12, the GoOES reported that water service has been restored in 14 of 27 communities left without
water since November 7.

e On November 11, the U.N. Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reported plans to provide relief supplies, including bottled
water, hygiene Kits, school in box units, and recreation Kits, to affected populations.

e The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) plans to issue an emergency appeal for $2 million for early and
long-term recovery efforts in water and sanitation, health and psychosocial support, food security, and temporary and
permanent housing in EI Salvador.

USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE

El Salvador

e On November 10, U.S. Chargé d’ Affaires Robert Blau declared a disaster in response to the damage caused by the
tropical depressions and Hurricane Ida.
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e Inresponse, USAID/OFDA has provided a total of more than $280,000, including $100,000 for the purchase of water,
blankets, mattresses, aviation fuel, and shelter materials to assist affected populations, and relief supplies and transport
worth approximately $180,000.

e The USAID/OFDA airlift from the Miami warehouse included 200 rolls of reinforced plastic sheeting, 5,400 ten-liter
water containers, 5,088 hygiene kits, and two 5,000-gallon water bladders

e Asof November 16, six USAID/OFDA staff remain in El Salvador to assist with damage evaluations.

e Asof November 16, DoD has provided equipment, transport, and logistic support to affected areas, including four
U.S. military helicopters to deliver 200,000 pounds of emergency relief commodities and to conduct aerial
assessments over damaged areas. DoD has also provided a team from the U.S. Southern Command to assess bridge

damages. Additionally, a team of DoD personnel are purchasing local relief commodities to provide to affected
communities.

FY 2010 HUMANITARIAN FUNDING FOR 2009 ATLANTIC HURRICANE SEASON

Activity Location ‘ Amount
USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE®
GOES - Civil Protection Emergency Relief Supplies, including transport Affected Areas $178,892
GOES - Civil Protection Procurement of local non-food items Affected Areas $100,000
Administrative Costs Affected Areas $2,959

DOD ASSISTANCE?

Emergency Relief Supplies, Logistics and
DoD .
Transportation

Affected Areas

$566,423

1 USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of November 16, 2009.
2DoD funding represents estimated amounts as of November 16, 2009.

PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION

e The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations
that are conducting relief operations. Information on organizations responding to the humanitarian situation in Latin
America and the Caribbean may be available at www.reliefweb.int.

e USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in
the affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, warehouse space,
etc); can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken
region; and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance.

e  More information can be found at:

0 USAID: www.usaid.gov — Keyword: Donations
0 The Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.org or (703) 276-1914
o Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int

USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID web site at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/
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